WINTER 2012

SMOKE SIGNALS
Mica Flats Grange #436

7465 W Kidd Island Road, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

The Officers and Committee Chairs came together in No-
vember for an Annual Planning meeting. It is the only time of the
year we can collaborate all together. It is our chance to focus on
our needs and ideas for the upcoming year. All our planning and
hard work last year came together with remarkable and unprece-
dented results. We have proven to ourselves great things can be
accomplished with kindness and in the name of fraternity.
Planning for the Year

There are 2 committees that need a Chairperson. Commu-
nity Service is rewarding and diverse. The Historical Signifi-
cance committee is new. We need someone to research the his-
torical importance of our grange building. Please contact myself
or Oscar Mooney if you have questions or would like to head ei-
ther of these committees.

Fund Raising - We spent a lot of money last year. This
year needs to focus on fund raising. All ideas are needed. Each
of us can come up with a fundraising idea. It can be large or small
because they all add up. Our bathrooms are in desperate need of
some repair and some refreshing. We need to focus on building
up the Kitchen Fund for our future kitchen. We still have a lot of
yard work to do so |l etds get t
to raffle a car or a boat at the North Idaho Fair. We just need one!

| never thought | would invite you to a business meeting
but our meetings are interesting, informative and definitely di-
verse. There is something engaging for everyone. A babysitter is
provided. Please bring a joke, story or snack to share. Come and
see the work we all do. They are the first Thursdays of every
month.

We attempt all this volunteer work, remembering our
Pledge of Honor to each other and to the organization. We must
continue to support each other by creating an environment to ex-
plore our talents and build relationships . It is an honor to be a
part of an organization with such a high level of collaboration and
cooperation. All of this success is because of all of you!

Thank you. Dianne Holbart, President

MEMBER NOTICES:

UPDATED BYLAWS
OFFICIAL NOTICE

Please plan to attend the monthly
business meeting on February 2,
2012 at 7 pm.

Updated Mica Flats Grange By-
laws will be read. There will be dis-
cussion on the By-Laws and a vote.

If you are a member and would like to
participate. Mark your calendars and
webll see you the

Fraternally,

Dianne Holbart, President
micaflatsgrange@msn.com or
208-818-4337
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2012 DUES ARE NOW DUE

Yes, itos that t
tices were sent out in mid-December,
about a month later than usual, and |
apologize for the lateness. | want to
extend a big fitha
have already paid. This saves a lot
of work for me
send out second notices, and also
saves the cost of additional postage
and envelopes for the Grange that
could be better used elsewhere.
| look forward to receiving all the re-
maining dues by the end of January.
Jeannie Billmire, Secretary, MFG.
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for the 3rd annual

Saturday, January 21st

THE JOLLY WORKERS OF MICA 4H CLUB

Invites you to join your friends, family and neighbors

Chili & Bingo Extravaganza Fundraiser

Chili Dinner 5pm - $3 donation

Bingo @ 6pm - 50¢ donation per card



mailto:micaflatsgrange@msn.com

DEAF ACTIVITIES/FAMILY HEALTH

- Rick Seward
Stroke - When To Call a Doctor

Call 911 or other emergency services immediately
have signs of a stroke:

 Sudden numbness, tingling, weakness, or loss of
movement in your face, arm, or leg, especially if only
on one side of your body.

Sudden vision changes.
Sudden trouble speaking.

Sudden confusion or trouble understanding simple
statements.

Sudden problems with walking or balance.

A sudden, severe headache that is different from past
headaches.

Signs of a transient ischemic attack  are similar to signs
of a stroke. But TIA symptoms usually disappear after 10 to
20 minutes. There is no way to tell whether the symptoms are
caused by a stroke or by TIA, so emergency medical care is
needed for both conditions.

One morning, not to long ago, my lower lip went to sleep
on me. IT LASTED ABOUT 10 MINUTES. But about an hour
later it came back-- WHAT | HAD WAS A TRANSIENT
ISCHEMIC ATTACK. Bingo! I called my Dr. and went in. He
ended up increasing my daily aspirin from an 81mg tablet to
365mg and a change in my Blood Pressure meds. If you
have a computer Google up Stroke Symptoms and be aware
of the signs of a stroke.

if you
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Donodt f o

spring forward!
Daylight Saving Time
begins
Sunday, March 11th
at 2:00am

RURAL ISSUES - Ann Seddon

The Mica Flats Grange Rural Issues Committee and the
Mica Kidd Island Property Owners Association (MKIPOA) had
a very productive November. Todd Messenger from Kendig-
Keast met with our two local groups and then went on a tour
of our MKI area. Kendig-Keast is the firm hired by Kootenai
County to rewrite our land ordinances.

Martha Cook took Todd Messenger and Planning Director
Scott Clark on an excellent 2 % hour tour of the area. Mr.
Messenger saw, first hand, the uniqueness of our area. He
saw the reality of depending on wells that are sometimes not
predicable or consistent. Todd experienced the twisting rural
roads and the varied terrain of our community. He learned
about the inconsistent ability of land to perk for septic tanks.
Most of all, he saw the rural character of our community. Mr.
Messenger expressed the valu
tural tax exemptions in encouraging the productive use of ru-
ral land and good stewardship.

We believe the meeting and the tour helped greatly in
enhancing a better understanding of our area by the people
who will be writing the new ordinances. | will remain involved
in the ongoing ordinance process to better help with area
communication.

LEGISLATIVE - Joy Seward

There has been a lot of legislative news. On Tuesday,
January 3, Dan Gookin, Steve Adams and Ron Edinger were
sworn in as CdA, City Councilmen. Good luck and congratula-
tions.

Our County commissioners Todd Tondee, Dan Green and
Jai Nelson had proposed dropping our precincts from 71 to pos-
sibly 44 or 50. On Tuesday, January 3rd after a lot of testimony
and a well attended meetings, the commissioners decided to
reduce the precincts from 71 to 70. Eliminating one precinct will
accommodate the new legislative redistricting map. Keep your
eye on this one after our election in May; the commissioners
can bring it up again.

On January 9, our Idaho Legislators convened for the
2012 legislative session. There was a wonderful article in the
CdA Press about what the Legislature items and goals might
be. Here are some of the fif
CDA press January 8, 2012.

Representative Bob Nonini: Items he will be following.
Education items like the process for funding public education K
thru 12, the states new requirement that all high school stu-
dents receive two credits through online learning will also be
considered. AWe wil!/ be sure
needo Nonini said. I f there i
Nonini will fight to return some funds to public education. Lastly
the state run health insurance exchange component of the Fed-
eral Patients and Affordable Care Act likely will be one of the
sessionbés heavily debated i

Representative Frank Henderson said his emphasis will be
on job creation. He plans to propose an amendment that low-
e§1 %r uirement for employers to access Department of Labor
fuhdingfor work torce housing training. Now employers pay
$12 an hour and benefits, Henderson believes $9 dollars an
hour might be more realistic. Henderson would like sales tax
charges on building materials
any regulations that stifle |
ested in a bill that would help aircraft industries to expand in
Idaho.

Senator Jim Hammond: Says budgeting will still be tight.
It is important that we budget conservatively to ensure that we
provide every opportunity for business to grow and move Idaho
out of the recession. More work on tweaking urban renewal.
Concerns remain about such funding extending beyond eco-
nomic development and job creation.

S S

You may call your Legislature in the House or Senate and
leave a message or to get information about a bill passed or
pending by calling 1-800-626-0471. You may also contact your
Legislator via e-mail at the following addresses:

Sen. Jim Hammond: jhammond@senate.idaho.gov
Rep Frank Henderson: fhenderson@house.idaho.gov
Rep. Bob Nonini: bnonini@house.idaho.gov

Have a healthy, happy and safe new
ti mber and agricuy

Till next time

Joy Seward
Legislative Chairman

ue
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CHAPLAIN - Merridee Joy McCarthy Dz

ANOTHER NEW YEAR TO PRAISE OUR LORD AND MASTER!
I am THANKING our Savior for Touching My Precious Husband! He was terribly ill in December with pneu-

monia. He is regaining his strengthasGOD6 S WORD DECLARES HE WIRENGTRIBNEW (

eagles! Isaiah 40:31
Did you make some New Year déds Resolutions?
| do not do that, but | just ask the Lord to help me REPRESENT HIM BETTER. | desire to TREAT OTHERS
as | would LIKE TO BE TREATED!! The LORD ALONE CAN HELP US DO THIS!! | have no might or power in
myself, BUT JESUS6 POWER NEVER CHANGES! ALL WE HA
OPEN TO OUR cries, challenges, problems and any CONCERNS.
This has been a superb past year at Our Mica Flats Grange with SO MUCH HARD WORK! There are con-
tinuously Precious New Folks joining Our Grange. THIS IS TOO EXCITING! It is because of the efforts of
THOSE WHO REALLY CARE TO SEE the GRANGE GROW & PROSPER in all AREAS!
| was Blessed to visit the Pomona Meeting held at the Blanchard Grange. It was a grand time. | am AL-
WAYS SO GLAD to see MY fellow Community there! They also are working EVER SO HARD to see this GRANGE GO
FORTH! | CHERISH THEM!!!
| do pray a STUPENDOUS YEAR for EACH OF YOU MARVELOUS GRANGERS!! | pray you and YOURS WILL be WELL &
FEEL the LORDO6S WARMEST ARMS HOLDI NG YOU CL OSEHEHASNe@MLEKTo u
YOU, NOR NEVER WILL!!

YOU ARE A TREASURED BUNCH! 5
YOUR CHAPLAIN, MERRIDEE JOY MCCARTHY DZ

V E

I N OUR GLORI OUS SAVI OURS®6S DAI LY CARE!!I I IJ1]

PSALM 27:1 ATHE LORD I S MY LI GHT & MY SALVATI ON; OF WHOM
MY LI FE,; OF WHOM SHALL | BE AFRAI D?0
CWA - Sandra Swick - -

_ If you are inspired

i:}

Easter Sunday Dinner and Egg hunt, April 8th. to serve

Egg hunt at 1:00 .
Potluck dinner at 2:00 on a committee,
Meat provided. let us know!

Bring your family and neighbors, please

St

contact Sandra to help with preparations. Volun-

teers needed for clean up and dishes. Thanks.
cdaswede@gmail.com or 765.4292

PUBLICITY - Nancy King

We want your news. Items of interest to the community such as:

upcoming events, gardening tips, recipes, births, accomplishments, etc. PINOCHLE
are appreciated. If you are able to email your submission, please use Games held the 2nd Saturday
basic text in Arial 10 font, black and single spaced. You can email September - May at 7:00 pm

them to me at micaflatsgrange@msn.com or mail them to me at:

7619 W Sausser Dr., CdA, ID 83814. Newcomers are welcome.

|l tds great to get all the timely \/SVeUV\gIIr%ePcQ@}thRIaSy!_!
all their input. Due dates are the second Wednesday of the month as Prizes for:
follows: *High and Low games
Spring April 11th (for news through July) (men & women)
Summer July 11th (for news through October) *Most pinochles
Fall October 10th (for news through January) *Most 100 aces
The newsletter is also available via *pdoplize and

have an electronic copy so you can forward to friends, family and
neighbors and you never have to dig through that pile of papers to find
it!! Just go to micaflatsgrange.org and click on the link for the newslet-

$2.00 suggested donation
per person.

ter. You can also request to be added to our email list though the site. Free onsite child care provided.
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Kootenai County Pomona Grange #7

The next meeting of Kootenai County Pomona will be
Saturday, February 11, 2012 at Mica Flats Grange starting
with a potluck at noon, meeting to be held at 1 p.m.

Bonner/Boundary Pomona will be hosting the Idaho State
Grange Annual Convention in
year. There will be no Fifth Degree exemplified at annual ses-
sion this year so we would like to remind everyone who is in-
terested in taking the Fifth Degree to attend this Pomona
meeting and contact Oscar Mooney, Pomona Master or
Jeannie Billmire, Pomona Secretary so they can get the
proper paperwork filled out. Annual dues are only .50.
Pomona meets the second Saturday of the second month of
each quarter.

National Convention is being held in Boise in November
this year and we would like to invite as many of you as possi-
ble to attend and be a part of this. You will need to be Fifth
and Sixth Degree members in order to fully participate in the
National Convention. There are very few opportunities to at-
tend National Convention this close to home so we want to
strongly encourage everyone to start planning to attend.

DANCE - Teresa Golden

Join us January 28th for the
2nd annual
"Dance. Your_Socks Off"
nner S F&- rry i
range dance

Doors open at 7:30
Suggested donation:
%

Get in with a new pair of 7-12 $2.00
socks 13+ $3.00
All socks will go to Don't forget your
Fresh Start, snack!
a drop-in center Children 10 and under
for the homeless. must have a

supervising adult
present at all times.
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AGRICULTURE - Oscar Mooney

SPOKANE AG EXPO & PACIFIC
NORTHWEST FARM FORUM

Large farm equipment show.
Information for all farmers.
Includes several seminars.

Tues Feb7 9Qam-5pm
Wed Feb8 9am-5pm
Thurs Feb9 10 am -3 pm

Held at the Spokane Convention Center
Park free at the Arena, and ride shuttle bus to/from

ADMISSION PASS IS GOOD FOR ALL 3 DAYS
Adult: $12, Ages 12-18: $8, Under 12: free
For info www.agshow.org
Be sure to visit the Washington State Grange
Information Booth while there.

After 69 years of Grange membership, Kermit Richard-
son, age 82, of Vermont has died this week. Kermit may be
best known to Idaho Grangers as the National Grange Master
for eight years. As such, he was the NG representative to
Il daho State Grangedbds annual
we met in Sandpoint. Kermit joined his local Vermont Grange
at age 14, later served as Master, and served as Master of
Vermont St. Grange from 1970 to 1974; he was currently
chair of the Vermont State Grange Executive Board. He held
several other National Grange offices before becoming the
NG Master.

This spring, Mica Flats Grange will honor several mem-
bers for longevity: George Carnie, charter member, for 65
years, Joe Axtell and Bud King for 50 years each, Oscar
Mooney for 25 years, and several members for 20 years. The
following members have reached their 60" year of member-
ship: Duncan Carnie, Maurice Johnson, Florence Waddell,
Margaret Weller, Jess Weniger, while others have attained 55
years: Vera Weniger, Lester Wildman, George Sandow and

Dorothy Kenney. We will also be celebrating our 35-year and

Spread the word about box tops!
- Gretchen Hauser

fBox Tops f dirasEdcuwedgpteido mAdme r
earn over $400 million since 1996. You can earn cash for your
childbés school by clipping B
participating products such as Betty Crocker, General Mills,
Nestle, Juicy Juice, Green Giant, Old El Paso, Pillsbury, Land
ObLakes, Yoplait, Nature Val
Brita, Avery and many more.

Check your purchases for these
small coupons. Just clip and save, and
bring them to the Grange and | will get
them to our local schools.

____________________

) OFFICIAL COUPON

”?é( QO" '°'23‘)
[ (;EDUCATIC

10¢

40 year members, so stay tuned for this event. THANK YOU
to all of you, for the years of thoughtfulness, commitment and
contriputions.

¢ a@nSanfafy's,av@ Wetcomed in Rayla Andrews. Vera
Weni ger won the fiShow Me The
ply By Bding préséntwhéhhér namé WaBdrdwH. N'YBur fathes
might be drawn next month, so plan to attend the meeting!

0
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&)¥lly Wkérs 8f MicauP l-A Elub K € ¢
- Shannon Jahns
This year is the 100 yr anniversary of 4H in
Idaho! If you have had 4 generations of 4H
members in your family please contact Shan-

non Jahns about being recognized for this
wonderful piece of history!

In response to a request that the Grange Help Winton Ele-
mentary school with their Christmas parade float, the Mitsons
helped decorate and drove a float with 35 students and their
Choir director Nancy Mueller. Also aboard was The Idaho
State Teacher of the Year Erin Lenz. Thank you Mitson Fam-
ily and congratulation to Mrs. Lenz.

Please put Jan 21st on your calendar for our main fund-
raiser. 3rd Annual Chingo Extravaganza

Chili dinner $3 starts at 5:00pm

Bingo 50¢ a card starts at 6:00pm

If you have any questions please contact Shannon Jahns,
4-H Organizational Leader at 755-6299.



http://www.agshow.org

Mica Rural Site Recyclers

We are pleased to have begun our Rural Site Recycling
gram. Under this program, the acceptable recyclable items ¢
not need to be separated. Just place all of Hveeptablerecy-

clable items you have into the Rural Site Recycling Bin. This simple proc

HISTORY 101 - Corinne Johnson

Have you noticed the recent addition of a church
pew to the dining hall of our Grange? Over a year
ago the Grange body voted to allow me to look for
assl purchase a bench or antique pew for the very

makes using the recycling bin just as easy as the trash bin. spot wh ere our fin e.Wf’ one no
Initially, we will only be able to recycle a limited number of commoditi e‘é’ﬁll"vere _s_orelfy |nhn¢ed of a place for children to sit
while waiting for their parents to vote.
ACCEPTED RECYCLABLE ITEMS: ITEI’\gj THAT ARE NOT ACCEPTED: | searched in vain for the longest time for the per-
PAPER GLASS fect one. It was last June when Vera Weniger, Mar-
* Newspaper © PLAsTIC tha Cook, and | decided to attend the Antique Street
¢ Magazines © METAL = . . Wwa | | | d h d é
s Office Paper @ shredded Paper altlr I .n . a ac e. a 0 ' an €
e JunkMail and Envelopes g ::astifc Bags perfeﬁbt(?i r|ghtdS|ze e;)nddev?r)flt_ml?'g! Hovr\l/ever, |;[
¢ PhoneBooks yrofoam was eyond our budget. Taking a chance,
FLATTENED CARDBOARD ©  Batteries spoke to the proprietor telling him our limited budget
¢ CorrugatedBoxes g L'::;fj;i:i;aste and why we really needed this beautiful church pew
: E::;\j:;iziplast\cmsertsremoved] @ Sharpsor Medical Waste f O r . O.U r Grange Ha | | . .H e s m
e Frosen Dinner Boxes . . Th|s hIStO‘I‘IC bench needs a home in a historic build-
e PaperEgg Cartons Please make our BuralSlte Becycllng Program | i ng! 0 He proceeded to tell
e &Pack Holders asuccess by keeping these items OUT of the | | ysed to attend our Grange dances in their earlier
ALUMINUM CANS recycling bin. years and what wonderful memories they had of our
Hall. Then, he told me the history of this wonderful
Please adhere to the following guidelines: piece of furniture. The pew was hand crafted and
Make sure all items are clean and free of food/grease. came from the very first Methodist Church that was
Rinse out all aluminum cans. built in Burke, Idaho (a small mining town just north-
Empty recyclables out of bags and boxes. east of Wallace). _The church has since been torn
RECYCLING UPDATE down, but one of its pews now graces our Hall!
In the first 27 days over 6000 pounds of materials were collected. Many thanks to Pat Murphy who delivered the
We knew Mica would have a high participation rate, but we certainly did n B‘?tho O‘fr Hall. According totPﬁt thetbench is defi-
think we would be hauling so often. nitely an fau entirc pewo.
. fh|s truck, he discovered hardened gum beneath the
We have conducted several spot checks and composed a short list 0
ncern seat! (Donét worry; we have
concems. i ,of the pewds history!).
i _Please mgke sure ontyean r(_acyclableshat are on the list make it The next time you visit our Grange Hall, | hope
into the bin. Dirty items and items noton the listhavetobere- e ach of you take a moment
moved which takes extra time and costs money. and ponder the wonderful history this building, as well
{1 No Plastics or plastic bagfRemove recyclable items from plastic as some of its contents, holds in our community.
bags and other containerOpening bags and containers to remove
recyclables also takes extra time and costs money. THANK YOU!
1 Flatten all cardboardefore placing it in the bin. Cardboard boxes )

take up a lot more volume when they are not broken dowiihis
causes the bin to fill much faster, which decreases the ability to
make this program pay for itself. The third haul from your site weé
about half the weight of the previous two hauls. flattened card-
board was the main cause of the decrease in weight.

Looking towards the future, we would like to expand the types of iten
accepted at your location. In order to do so, we must make this program
for itself. Thank you so much for your participation and vigilance. Your ¢
munity is making this program a success. If you have any questions, co
ments, or concerns please feel free to me.

Happy Recycling,

Jacklyn Geurin

Recycling Coordinator
Kootenai County Solid Waste
(208) 4461430
jacklyngeurin@kcgov.us

| wanted to thank all of you wonderful Grange Mem-
bers and Community Members who sent prayer and care
for my daughter Lauren Johnson and our family after her
August 16™ accident. Lauren was riding her horse when a
hit and run driver (who has yet to be found), sent her to the
hospital for several days.

Lauren is finally back to work, is doing great, and has
$ier wonderful sense of humor back! The horse is also on
B#Ymend. | honestly believe that Lauren is alive today,
tmezause of all the prayers that were sent her way. | thank
rou from the bottom of my heart.

Thank you Larry Mundt, for providing the donation jar
that sat on the counter of the Mica Grange food booth dur-
ing the fair, and to each of you who donated to it! Over
$500 was collected in that jar for Lauren. Your thoughtful-
ness was an incredible way to show support to a Grange
Member in need, while she was out of work for ten weeks.

Corinne Feely Johnson

Bountiful Baskets Food Cop - Save money on quality produceNancy King
BBFC distributes produce baskets, organic produce baskets, artisan bread and sandwich bread and other specialty iténasgr&uBi-f

people who work together for mutual benefit. This is a grassroots, all volunteer, no contracts, no cajpérative. Since thre are no employ-
ees at Bountiful Baskets, we as a group pay rock bottom prices on your food.

Just create an account and participaie weren Ybe distri-

bution site is at the Eagles Club in Hayden. More information is available at their website at: www.bountifulbaskets.org
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WINTER COMMUNITY CALENDAR

JANUARY 2012
18th Family Craft Night at 6:30
20th Grange Social Meeting at 7:00
21st 4H Chingo (Chili Feed/Bingo) 5:00/6:00
28th Grange Dance at 7:30
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: FEBRUARY
I 2nd Grange Business Meeting at 7:00
I 9th Happy Family at 12:00
I 11th Pinochle at 7:00
I 12th 4H meeting at 3:00
I 17th Grange Social Meeting at 7:00
I 25th Grange Dance at 7:30
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

MARCH
1st Grange Business Meeting at 7:00
8th Happy Family at 12:00
10th Pinochle at 7:00
11th 4H meeting at 3:00
16th Grange Social Meeting at 7:00
31st Grange Dance at 7:30

APRIL
5th Grange Business Meeting at 7:00
8th  4H meeting at 3:00
8th Easter Sunday
12th Happy Family at 12:00
14th Pinochle at 7:00
20th Grange Social Meeting at 7:00

|TheGrangei s Americab6s foremost volunteer
of families and individuals who share a common interest in community involve-

I ment, agriculture and working together in a family environment. Through strong
local leadership and innovation, the Grange contributes to a stronger and better
way of life for all Americans.

| ALL ARE WELCOME at all Mica Flats meetings and activities.
| Come and see what Grange is all about.
|

grassroots



